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Hot Springs County Recreation District 

Adult Co-ed Softball League Rules 
2020 COVID-19 EXTRAVAGANZA 

 
1. Teams will be limited to 10 players to start the season. Should new orders allow more 

participants, rosters will expand as allowed, with the usual upper limit of 16 per team. 

2. Participants will be limited to Hot Springs County residents for summer 2020. 

3. There will be no “picking-up” of players to play a forfeited game for fun this year. 

4. All players, umpires, and staff must adhere to 6-foot social distancing wherever possible – this 
includes but is not limited to: arriving at the venue, during play when an option, while waiting to 
bat, leaving the venue, and before and after their game.  

All of the “ ‘Rona Rules” can be found starting on Page 5. 

Please read them carefully. 

5. A team must have at least 7 players (4 female and 3 male or 4 male and 3 female) to begin and 
continue a game. (Note: An out must be taken in the open spot in the line-up if nine players are 
being used; however, if the team has an extra female, that team may play with 6 females and 4 
males). If a male shows up after the game has started and his team is playing with 6 females, he 
may substitute into the line-up and bat in a spot in the order so that the team is alternating 
sexes. ***If a team is unable to field a team consisting of the 5 female/4 male, 5 male/4 
female, 6 female/3 male combination, the opposing team must agree to any deviation from 
the above numbers prior to the start of the game. If the opposing team does not agree, a 
forfeit win will be awarded to the team that was able to put a legal line-up on the field for the 
game. 

6. The minimum age for participation is 16 years of age. Players between the ages of 16-18 are 
required to have a parent sign the team roster. 

7. Players are allowed to play on only one team within the league. 

8. Teams are allowed to add players to their roster through the last game of their regular season, 
provided that the player is not already on another team’s roster. 

9. Courtesy Runner – One courtesy runner will be allowed one time only per team per inning 
regardless of gender differences. The courtesy runner shall be (in this order) (1) The player who 
made the last out, UNLESS (2) The player who made the last out is due to bat within the next 4 
batters, in which case the player who last crossed home plate will run. If a team utilizes a 
courtesy runner and chooses option #1 above and the courtesy runner is due at the plate but is 
occupying a base, the courtesy runner is out and must report to the plate to bat in turn. All 
runners must stay on the base until ball/bat contact. 

10. There will be a 15 – run rule after 5 innings; If a team 10 runs ahead comes to bat and bats 
through the line-up or 3 outs then they must change to fielding. 

11. Games are limited to 1 hour & 15 minutes or 7 innings, whichever comes first. No inning will 
be started after 1 hour & 10 minutes. The only exception to this rule will be the tournament 
Championship game. The Championship game will be 7 innings, regardless of score or time. 10 
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minute grace period for first game before a forfeit. After 10 minute grace period, that team will 
have to forfeit if the minimum players are not there.  

12. Base stealing and leading off are not permitted. The base runner cannot leave the base until 
after the ball is hit. 

13. A 200 foot restraining line will be enforced for all outfielders when a female batter is up to bat, 
and will be used until the ball is hit (penalty – batter has option to hit again). One (1) outfielder 
may play in front of the 200 foot restraining line when a male batter is up to bat. 

14. Defensive positioning shall include two males and two females in the outfield, two males and 
two females in the infield, and one male and one female in the pitcher-catcher positions. If a 
team is playing with 6 females and 4 males, then a female may replace a male position. The 
pitcher-catcher positions must be a male-female combo. 

15. The batting order shall alternate genders unless a team is playing with 6 females and 4 males, 
then the team’s batting order shall alternate genders until there are no more males, then 
women may bat back to back. Teams may bat all players on their rosters as long as they either 
(a) alternate genders throughout the line-up or, (b) bat more females than males. If a team has 
more males than females, they may bat males back – to – back at the end of the batting order, 
but an out will be taken between the male batters. 

16. If a male is walked, he will be awarded two bases and the next female batter must hit unless 
there are two outs. If there are two outs and the male is walked, the female has the choice, until 
she takes a pitch, to either hit or walk. If a team is using 6 females and 4 males, the extra female 
does not “stand-in” for the male position for the application of this rule. 

17. In the event of threatening weather and it becomes questionable whether the games will be 
played, a decision normally will not be made until 5:00 p.m. To check the status of games for an 
evening, check the facebook page or call the Recreation Office at 864-3767 after 5:00 p.m. 
When in doubt, assume that the games will be played and report to the field. 

18. Make-up schedules or other information will be given to the team managers and posted on the 
Recreation District website (www.hscrecreation.com). Changes in team manager, manager’s 
telephone number, etc. need to be reported to the Recreation Office immediately to avoid any 
delay in relaying information to the teams. Make-up dates will not necessarily be on the same 
day of the week as regular league play. 

19. ASA Rules will apply to walks and strikeouts. Four pitches outside of the strike zone will 
constitute a walk. A foul ball on the third strike will constitute an out. We will start the at bat 
with a 1 – 1 count the batter gets (1) good foul. 

20. In case of disputes, the umpire is instructed to talk to managers only.  Anyone violating this rule 
shall be subject to immediate removal from the game. If the expelled player persists, the game 
is then subject to forfeiture. 

21. Each team will be required to have at least one person (player or coach) listed on the roster 
attend the team manager’s meeting that will be held prior to the start of the season. 
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22. Each team will be allowed two (2) more over the fence homeruns than their opponent; all over 
the fence home runs past that are a SINGLE. One base ahead rule: Over the fence HR’s runners 
& batter only needs to touch base in front of the player. Example: Runner on 1st, batter hits over 
fence, runner only needs to touch 2nd base and then head to dugout. Batters will only touch 1st 
base. Open base rule: An over the fence HR that is a single is a single that does not advance if 
first base is open. 

23. An 11-inch ball for female batters and a 12-inch ball for male batters will be used during all 
games. 

24. Steel spikes are not permitted. 

25. Any player who is ejected must immediately leave the field and the vicinity (sight and sound). 

26. Maximum roster size: 16 players. 

27. Rosters for tournament will be set on the last regular season game. The team must make all 
modifications to roster before this day. Any player may be removed from one roster and added 
to another only if both teams are in agreement. NO flip flop from one team to another and back 
to original team. A player must play in at least one regular season game with that team to be 
eligible to play in tournament. 

28. Alcohol is not permitted in the ball field complex. 

29. Please play safe and have good sportsmanship. Players will play. Umpires will officiate. Fans will 
cheer. Respect the roles of all participants. 

30. Please DO NOT throw rocks onto the ball fields and grass areas. 

31. Bats cannot be on the ASA banned list. 
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COVID-19 SPECIFIC RULES & REGULATIONS 

1. Arrival to Venue 

a. All players, umpires, and staff must adhere to 6-foot social distancing while entering the 

Ballfield Complex. 

b. Teams playing in the second game must either:  

i. Wait until all players from the first game have exited, 

OR 

ii. May enter through a different gate and wait on a separate field (while 

maintaining distance). 

c. All players and umpires must sanitize their hands before beginning their game. 

2. Players 

a. Must conduct a daily symptom evaluation – anyone experiencing symptoms must stay 

home. 

b. Players must adhere to 6-foot social distancing both on and off the field of play. 

c. Must not share water, drink containers, or food. 

d. No spitting or eating seeds. 

e. No touching – players should refrain from high fives, handshake lines, and any other 

unnecessary contact with teammates, opponents, umpires, or staff. 

3. Umpires 

a. Must conduct a daily symptom evaluation – anyone experiencing symptoms must stay 

home. 

b. Umpires will be required to wear a mask at all times. 

c. Umpires will give 6 feet of social distancing from players and each other whenever 

possible.  

d. Must avoid unnecessary contact with players. 

4. Spectators 

a. Spectators will not be allowed in the complex during Phase 1.  

b. Fans will be allowed to watch from within their vehicles should they choose. 

i. Spectators must remain INSIDE their vehicles for the entire duration of the 

contest. 

5. During Play 

a. Dugouts 

i. Dugouts will not be in use.  

ii. Instead, spaces will be clearly marked for 

each player outside of the field along the 

respective fences. See diagram: 
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b. Team is at bat 

i. Any batters or baserunners must wear a mask while they are on the field. 

ii. At the half-inning, all players who were up at bat must sanitize their hands. 

iii. At the half-inning, all bats that were used must be sanitized. 

iv. Sharing of bats will be allowed within each team only. 

c. Team is in the field 

i. The first baseman and the catcher must wear masks while defending. 

ii. The pitcher must sanitize their hands before taking the field to pitch each 

inning. 

iii. At the half-inning, all fielders who touched a softball must sanitize their hands. 

iv. There will be no sharing of baseball gloves. 

d. Home Plate Umpire 

i. To minimize risk from touching the softballs, the home plate umpire may 

choose to: 

1. Wear gloves, changing gloves between games, 

OR 

2. Sanitize hands after every half-inning. 

6. Leaving Venue 

a. Participants must adhere to social distancing when exiting the Ballfield Complex.  

b. Players are asked to leave quickly so that the next two teams will be allowed to enter. 

c. Individuals should not congregate either inside the Complex or in the parking lot while 

leaving. 

7. Other 

a. Signage will be posted reminding players that if they have been exposed to or may have 

COVID-19, that they shall immediately leave the Complex area. Rules will also be posted. 

b. Complex Restrooms will remain closed. 

c. Teams will be limited to rosters of 10 to comply with the group gathering regulations. 

d. Players will be limited to those living within Hot Springs County ONLY. 

e. HSCRD Staff will eject anyone not following the rules outlined in this plan. 
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HOT SPRINGS COUNTY RECREATION DISTRICT 

2020 ADULT COED SOFTBALL REGISTRATION 

Team Name____________________________________________________________________ 

  
Managers Name________________________________________________________________ 

  
Mailing Address________________________________________________________________ 

  
City__________________________________ Zip_____________________________________ 

  
Home Phone_______________________________ Work Phone_________________________ 

  
Games will be played on Tuesday & Thursday Nights at the Ballfield Complex. 
  
Manager’s meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9th, 2020 at 5:30 pm in the Armory Parking 
Lot to hand out schedules and discuss the league rules and any changes that may need to be 
made. 
The season is tentatively scheduled to start on Thursday, June 11th, 2020. A regular season 
will be played, followed by league playoffs. Playoffs seeding will be based on win-loss record 
during the regular season. T-Shirts will be awarded to the playoff Champions. Length of 
season will depend on the number of teams in the league. 

League Fee: $200.00 

****Team Registration Form, completed and signed Team Roster Form and League Fee must 
be turned in to the Recreation office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, June 8th, 2020. The schedule 
will be made available to the managers at the managers meeting.**** 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

LEAGUE FEE: __________                                            DATE PAID:_____________ 

  
TEAM #:___________      Team Registration: Yes    No 

Completed Roster:  Yes    No 

  
***BEFORE BEING ALLOWED TO PLAY IN A GAME, EACH PLAYER ON THE ROSTER MUST HAVE 
SIGNED THE WAIVER/RELEASE FORM***. 
  
Team Manager:___________________________________ Phone #: _____________________ 

  
Email Address: ___________________________________________ 

  
Asst. Manager: ___________________________________ Phone #: _____________________ 

  
Email Address: ___________________________________________ 
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 HOT SPRINGS COUNTY RECREATION DISTRICT 2020 ADULT 
COED SOFTBALL REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Team Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

    Player Name    Phone Number   Address 

1.____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.____________________________________________________________________________ 

3.____________________________________________________________________________ 

4.____________________________________________________________________________ 

5.____________________________________________________________________________ 

6.____________________________________________________________________________ 

7.____________________________________________________________________________ 

8.____________________________________________________________________________ 

9.____________________________________________________________________________ 

10.___________________________________________________________________________ 
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    Player Name    Phone Number   Address 

11.___________________________________________________________________________ 

12.___________________________________________________________________________ 

13.___________________________________________________________________________ 

14.___________________________________________________________________________ 

15.___________________________________________________________________________ 

16.___________________________________________________________________________  

  

 

 


